'The Origin of the University

The University placed Durham's money in a
" Chest," and used it partly on their own business
and partly in loans to others, barons in the Barons'
War for instance. Such loans were seldom repaid,
and only 210 marks remained. This sum was ex-
pended in purchasing houses. The first house bought
(1253) by the University was at the corner of School
Street and St Mildred's Lane.

The site of this the first property held by the Uni-
versity for educational purposes is now included in the
front, the noisy, over-decorated front, of Brasenose
College. It was called, naturally enough, first the
Hall of the University and afterwards the little
Hall of the University. A second purchase was
made in 1255, when a tenement called Drogheda
Hall, the then first house in the High Street on
the north side, was bought. It stands almost opposite
to the present Western Gate of the College. Brase-
nose Hall was the next purchase under William's
bequest (1262), and (1270) a quit rent of fifteen
shillings, charged on two houses in S. Peter's parish,
was the last. William of Durham had not founded a
College. There is nothing to show that the purchase
of houses by the University was originally made with
any other object than that of securing a sound invest-
ment of the trust money. There is nothing to show,
that is, either that the houses were bought originally
and specifically as habitations for the pensioned masters
(though they may have lodged there), or that it was
originally intended, either by the University or the
founder, that they should form a community.

Statutes were not granted to the masters admitted
to the benefits of this foundation until the year 1280,
and by that time a precedent had been created. From
the year 1280, then, may be dated the incorporation
of what is now known as University College. A
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